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If you are reading this, then you are successfully seeing the webinar video.
Webinar audio should be automatic through your computer, and options
can be accessed in the “audio options” button on the bottom left. If your
computer audio is not working, you can listen on your phone by dialing
301-715-8592.

6/9/20
Starts at 9am



Q&A

Note you can ask a 
question anonymously

Q&A

Audio via Phone: 301-715-8592



Purpose:
Follow-up to 4/14/20 “Municipal
Bidding” webinar.

COSTARS Program, a cooperative
purchasing program designed to
make purchasing easier and price
competitive for public entities.

Guest Speakers: Felicia Campbell &
Kim Bullivant

Audio via Phone: 301-715-8592



DGLVR Program Administrative Policy

- Districts can utilize costars for expenses
related to administration or
training/education (see admin manual
for more detail)
o Must be in line with program guidelines

and policy.
o Must utilize an appropriate “cost

allocation method”.

- Program funds can not be utilized to
purchase equipment for project
participants.

- Project Participants may utilize costars
to procure materials for projects with
construction grant funds.

Audio via Phone: 301-715-8592



COSTARS VIRTUAL HELLO!



The COSTARS Program



COSTARS Background 

1998 

Legislature passed 
the 

Commonwealth 
Procurement Code 

- Act 57

2002

Legislature 
expanded the 

scope of eligible 
participants

2004

Legislature passed 
an amendment to 
the Procurement 

Code - Act 77 
authorizing DGS to 

establish the 
COSTARS Program



PA Procurement Law
Contracts

Below 
$11,300 

Between 
$11,300 

and $21,000 

More than 
$21,000  

By purchasing through the COSTARS Program, 
COSTARS members meet the procurement requirements of 

Chapter 19 of the Procurement Code.

Unless using COSTARS or other 
acceptable cooperative purchasing program. 

Advertise twice and 
formal competitive 
bidding required.

Three informal price 
quotes required with 
award to the lowest.

No advertising, 
competitive bidding or 
price quotes required.



COSTARS Member Savings

Advertising
Costs

Administrative
Costs

Attorney 
Fees $3,600



Why COSTARS?

Reduces administrative 
costs of bidding and 
contract award.

Provides flexibility in 
choosing a supplier.

Allows for product 
customization.

Competitive pricing plus 
negotiation saves 
taxpayer funds.

Local suppliers able to 
compete for millions of 
dollars in gov. business.

Provides variety and 
ease-of-use.
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MEMBERSHIP 
IS FREE!



Political subdivision, e.g., local municipalities,        
school districts

Tax-exempt nonprofit education or public health 
institution

Public authority

Tax-exempt nonprofit fire, rescue,                          
ambulance company

And to the extent provided by the law, any other 
entity at expends public funds for the            
procurement of supplies and services 
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COSTARS Contracts

• Developed when a statewide contract supplier 
base is reduced by more than 50 percent.

• Created exclusively for use by LPPUs, based 
upon perceived need.

• Awarded to all “responsive and responsible” 
bidders.



COSTARS Contracts

Exclusive Contracts

From Copiers to Municipal Work 
Vehicles



COSTARS Contracts

• 4x2 Utility Vehicles
• Air Compressors 

and Generators 
(truck mounted)

• Alternate Fuel 
Conversions

• Alternate Fuel 
Vehicles

• Body Uplifts
• Bucket Trucks
• Cab and Chassis
• Cranes (truck 

mounted)

• Lifts – Vehicle, Mobile
• Liftgates
• Liquid Winter 

Maintenance 
Systems (truck 
mounted)

• Pickup Trucks and 
Cargo Vans

• Recycling Trucks
• Salt/Sand Spreaders 

(truck mounted)
• Snowplows (truck 

mounted)
• And more….

COSTARS-25

Municipal 
Work 
Vehicles



COSTARS Contracts

COSTARS-38

Heavy 
Equipment 
Rental

Short Term 
Rental Of 
Equipment in 
the Following 
Categories…

• Aerial Equipment
• Air Equipment
• Compaction Equipment
• Concrete Equipment
• Earthmoving Equipment
• Forest/Landscaping Equipment
• Highway/Road Maintenance Equipment
• Power Generation (portable/trailer-supported)
• Pump Equipment
• Street Sweepers
• Heaters
• Light Towers
• Utility Trailers
• Dump Trucks



New COSTARS Contracts

COSTARS-41

Stormwater 
Management 
Product and 
Services

• Baffle Boxes
• Biofiltration System
• Concrete Washout Berms
• Dewatering Bags & 

Sandbags
• Drain Debris Filters & 

Guards
• Drain Line, Valving & 

Components
• Filtering Components
• Grates & Inlets

• Leak Detection Equipment
• Manhole Covers
• Meters
• Pipes & Pipe Socks
• Pumps
• Tanks
• Tapping Sleeves
• Tarps & Blankets
• Ultraviolet Disinfection
• Valves
• Water Harvesting System

Stormwater Management Products

Stormwater Management Services
• Consulting Services
• Engineering Services
• Preventative    

Maintenance & Repair

• Line Inspection Services
• Monitoring Services
• Waste Pumping Services



COSTARS Contracts vs. State Contracts

COSTARS Contracts Statewide Contracts
36 multi-vendor contracts.
Variety of suppliers.
Contracts are awarded to all 
responsive & responsible 
bidders.

Over 100 COSTARS-
participating suppliers. 
Contracted based on state 
agency need.
Focused supplier selection.

Competitive pricing.
Contract price is ceiling price.

Competitively priced through 
sealed bidding.

Products and services are 
customizable – within scope 
of the contract.

Products and services 
purchased as quoted on 
contract.



State Agency Contracts

• Construction/Heavy 
Duty Type Power 
Equipment

• Credit Card Services

• Fuel

• Tires

• Universal Fleet Card

• Small Package 
Delivery

Bridge and Highway 
Maintenance Materials

Contract #4400022316

• Box & Long Span 
Culverts

• Aluminum & Steel Pipe

• End Sections & Slope 
Pipe Fittings

• Metal Deck Forms

• Metal Plate Pipe Arches



COSTARS Website
www.dgs.pa.gov/COSTARS

Contract Search

Training Center

Resources

Road Salt Registration

Newsflashes & 
Newsletters

New User Registration

New Member 
Registration

Update Profile

http://www.dgs.pa.gov/costars












Purchasing Through COSTARS

● Search COSTARS contracts via the COSTARS website.

● Call at least three or four COSTARS suppliers for quotes to 
ensure best value.

● Negotiate! Suppliers are encouraged to offer competitive 
pricing and they are prepared to negotiate.

● Search statewide contracts via PA eMarketplace to compare 
pricing.

● Negotiate again!  Remember, suppliers want your business!

● Contact preferred supplier directly to place an order.



Aggregates and Anti-skid Materials

Purchasing from the Aggregates and Anti-skid Materials contract involves a different 
process. Using the COSTARS Program, there are two methods for determining your price.

Method 1 – Mini-bid Process



Aggregates and Anti-skid Materials



Aggregates and Anti-skid Materials

• You will be provided with a list 
of qualified suppliers that you 
must contact. Select View to 
reveal each suppliers' contact 
information.

NOTE:  Multiple listings for the same supplier indicate they have more than one source of 
supply. You are only required to send one RFQ per supplier.



REQUIREMENTS FOR USING 
THE STATEWIDE CONTRACT

• You MUST send a Request for Quote 
to ALL qualified suppliers.

• Do not send a Request for Quote to 
or accept a quote from any supplier 
who has not indicated they will allow 
Piggyback Purchases.

Aggregates and Anti-skid Materials

• Do not send a Request for Quote to 
or accept a quote from any supplier not
listed in the Aggregates and Anti-skid 
Materials contract #5610-15.
Doing so is a violation of the contract and can result in an audit finding against your municipality if your 
total aggregates purchase for the calendar year exceeds your bidding threshold.

• Ultimately, you MUST choose the low-bid supplier or reject all bids.

NOTE:
• If you are having the material delivered, you must accept the lowest quote.
• If you are picking up the material yourself, you may account for your transportation cost to determine the 

lowest quote (e.g. if supplier A quotes $10 per ton and is 25 miles away, and supplier B quotes $10.25 
per ton and is one mile away, you may choose supplier B based upon the better value).



Method 2 – Source Pickup Pricing

Aggregates and Anti-skid Materials



Aggregates and Anti-skid Materials



Aggregates and Anti-skid Materials

To purchase material, 
follow these steps:

• Choose a vendor, 
aggregate and price for 
the material you 
require.

• Contact the supplier 
using the information in 
the Vendor Information 
tab at the bottom of the 
spreadsheet.

• Identify yourself as a 
COSTARS member and 
that you would like to 
use the Source Pick-up 
Pricing.

• Place your order.
NOTE: Don't forget to check the Contract Search page to ensure the 
supplier is COSTARS-participating and always reference Contract 

#5610-15 on your purchase order.



Search COSTARS Contracts
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Search COSTARS Contracts



Search COSTARS Contracts

Sample Vendor



Search COSTARS Contracts

Sample Vendor



Search COSTARS Contracts

Sample Vendor



Search COSTARS Contracts

Sample Vendor



Search COSTARS Contracts

Sample Vendor



Compare with Statewide Contracts

http://www.emarketplace.state.pa.us/BidContracts.aspx


Search Statewide Contracts



Search Statewide Contracts



Search Statewide Contracts



Search Statewide Contracts



Search Statewide Contracts



Search Statewide Contracts



Search Statewide Contracts



COSTARS Member Resources

Helpful 
Docs

Members’ 
Quote Kit

Guide to 
COSTARS 
Contracts 

FAQ’s

Education

Online 
Trainings & 

Guides

Webinars

Events

News & 
Opportunities

Newsflash, 
Quarterly 

Newsletters

Email Alerts 
& Surveys

Surplus 
Purchasing

Networking

Links to 
Associations & 
Gov. Agencies

EXPO

Social 
Media



https://www.facebook.com/PAGenServices/

https://twitter.com/PAGenServices/

https://www.linkedin.com/company/pagenservices/

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Costars-PA-Department-of-General-Services/904261462952351?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/COSTARSNews


Resources
www.dgs.pa.gov/COSTARS



Resources
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Resources
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Resources



More on COSTARS Training



More on COSTARS Training



User Profile Recommendations

• Verify your member 
profile information 
today
• Primary Contact 

name, phone & 
email address

• Are primary 
contact’s email and 
general email the 
same?

• Confirm general 
email address

• Update any P.O. 
Box to a street 
address of your 
office



COSTARS
Department of General Services 

Bureau of Procurement
555 Walnut Street 

6th Floor, Forum Place Harrisburg, PA 
17101

1-866-768-STAR (7827)

www.dgs.pa.gov/COSTARS
Email: gs-pacostars@pa.gov  

https://www.facebook.com/PAGenServices/

https://twitter.com/PAGenServices/

https://www.linkedin.com/company/pagenservices/

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Costars-PA-Department-of-General-Services/904261462952351?ref=hl
https://twitter.com/COSTARSNews
https://www.facebook.com/PAGenServices/
https://twitter.com/PAGenServices/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/pagenservices/


www.dgs.pa.gov/COSTARS
Email: gs-pacostars@pa.gov  

https://www.facebook.com/PAGenServices/

https://www.linkedin.com/company/pagenservices/

Date Webinar

Tuesday, July 21 911 – Get into Gear!

Tuesday, September 22 Equipped to Serve

Tuesday, October 6 Purchasing and Fleet Card Programs: Forge 
Ahead with Discounts

Wednesday, November 4 COSTARS Your Procurement Partner

https://www.facebook.com/PAGenServices/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/pagenservices/


The COSTARS Program
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